Who makes alcohol policy? Science and policy networks 1950-2000.
This chapter examines the interaction between alcohol policy networks, ideological "frames" of understanding of the alcohol problem and the production and use of research evidence. The emergence and growth of policy networks and the production of research based "evidence" as the rationale for change is traced from the mid-nineteenth century over major shifts in understanding of the problem, from a "moral" model to a "disease" model to a "public health" approach and, finally, to an approach which brings together health and criminal justice perspectives. The chapter challenges policy discourse which presents a rational model of policy making supported by "scientific" research.